Anterior cranial base reconstruction: role of galeal and pericranial flaps.
Reconstruction of surgical defects in 30 patients undergoing surgery of the anterior cranial base was performed using pericranial, galeopericranial, and galeal scalp flaps. Twenty-seven patients had resection of neoplasms, the majority of which were malignant. Fifty-seven percent of patients received prior therapy consisting of surgery and/or radiotherapy. Adequate healing of the cranial base was noted in all cases without persistent cerebrospinal fluid leaks, meningitis, or brain herniation. Mucosalization of the intranasal surface was noted. No skin grafts were used. At a median follow-up of 13 months, 67% of patients were alive with no evidence of disease. The pericranial, galeopericranial, and galeal flaps are highly reliable, versatile, and well suited for reconstruction of the anterior cranial base.